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Hi Michele, 
 
This is the primary thing I did at the NYC convention, and the event that I used the summer 
preparing for.  I thought it might be like trying to drive a huge Roadway moving truck through 
downtown Manhattan, but I was so wrong!   
 
The 200+ people (of all ages, playing levels, and from many countries) came with their parts 
prepared so we could attend to dynamics, phrase and emotional direction.  Barb Gillan and  
Kathy Good played in the group; Barb again played bass drum in "Tornado".  Linda Howard 
videoed the event. (I'm eager to see it.)  Dan Giacobassi was also at the convention.  

 
It's because of 17 years of directing and learning good repertoire with WMFO that I received 
the unexpected honor of starting NFA's 37th convention mass orchestra.  Kelly Via was and is 
the coordinator of all the convention flute choirs and seemed to be everywhere at once (usually 
running).  He really does his job well.  Kathy Farmer was the coordinator for this flute orches-
tra (TSFO) Times Square Flute Orchestra.  She was the person who made it work--registering 
players, sending out the music by PDF, doing the seating charts, answering a jillion questions.  
I got to use my Harry Potter wand for a baton (really!), have the fun of shaping the music, take 
the bows, and hear the "thank you's" for 4 days.  Thank you, Kathy! 
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Board Meeting Highlights: Linda Howard, Secretary 

 
2009-2010 WMFO CONCERTS 
This season’s concert dates are: November 21, 2009  and May 8, 2010 at St. Cecilia Music Center 7:30pm 
One of the most exciting changes we will be making this season is how we distribute parts.  Instead of having to 
wait until the first rehearsal to see your music, Linda H, Deb and Christina D will send out pdf files to everyone, 
which will be printed out at home.  Hard copies will available upon requests at the first rehearsal for those who 
do not have the capability to print them out at home. 
 
Youth Ensembles and plans for 2009-2010 Season:  
We will soon be announcing The WMFA Promise, a $100 scholarship, paid to the college of their choice, given 
in recognition of their participation in every regular season concert from 7th grade through high school. We will 
once again be sponsoring our popular Flute Blitz for beginning flutists.  This year’s date is October 17th, 2009,  
9:00am – 11:00am  Cost is $10.00, with band directors free with 3 participating students. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS IN THE WORKS 
Members recitals- confirmed dates are Nov 13, Mar 19, July 16, more information coming soon.  Some possible 
future projects include a Commission contest, perhaps with multiple winners, a Flute Festival in the fall of 2010, 
a Flute Camp at Hope College, a youth artist contest focusing on local talent and possible NFA National Con-
vention performance in Charlotte, North Carolina August 11-14, 2011 
 
FUNDRAISING 
It is time to pursue another commissioned piece and instrument purchases.  In addition to a possible alto pur-
chase, WMFA will soon begin fundraising for another contrabass. A group of our size really needs two, and our 
Fundraising committee is working on several ideas.  First and foremost is our incredibly successful Picture 
Fundraiser, with photography services generously offered by Brian Betz Photography.  We will again have a Si-
lent Auction on our Spring Concert, we are working on promotions for our 18th season, Steak N Shake/Fazolis 
fund raiser possibilities, Logo items – bracelets, t-shirts, sweatshirts, string back bags, Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit 
and more to come! 
 
And of course we are always looking for volunteers to help with grant writing, historian duties and fundraising, 
contact any board member if you are interested in helping.   
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